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nation. The mob then proceeded to sack the palace. It is
true that many articles of value and interest were brought to
the Assembly by those who had seized them, and placed upon
its table, but many more were actually stolen, and an immense
amount of needless destruction was wrought on doors, tables,
mirrors, and other articles of furniture.

The unfortunate Swiss who had obeyed the king's command
to retreat marched through the gardens of the Tuileries, under
the command of Durler, through a heavy fire. They attempted
to force their way into the hall of the Assembly; but the king
directed them to retire, and they were afterwards disarmed
by order of the Assembly, and the soldiers placed for safety in
the neighbouring church of the Feuillants and the officers in
the Salle des Inspecteurs. But it was only the force under
Durler which had heard the message to retreat, and the
numerous Swiss stationed in the corridors and apartments
of the palace soon found themselves besieged. They burst
through the mob and marched across the gardens, where many
fell, including four officers; they found the pont tournant or
drawbridge was up, and then marched along the Dauphin's
garden until they reached the Place Louis XV., where they
formed a square under the statue of that king. Here they were
charged by the mounted gendarmes, who cut them to pieces ;
and hardly any of the most faithful defenders of Louis XVI,
except those in the church of the Feuillants, escaped upon that
fatal day,1

While the Swiss were being murdered, the Legislative
Assembly were informed that a deputation wished to enter.
At the head of this deputation appeared Huguenin, who
announced that a new municipality for Paris had been formed,
and that the old one had resigned. This was, indeed, the
fact. On the departure of Santerre the commissioners of the
sections had given orders to the legitimate council-general of
the municipality to resign, and the council-general, startled by
the events which were passing, consented. The commissioners
then called themselves the new municipality, and proceeded,
1 Pfyffer d'Altishofen's Rtcit de la Condititc des Gardes Buisses, p. 17,